
Symbolism Literary Analysis Essay 

This paper will be graded on a holistic basic.  Below you can see that there are five categories of primary focus 
throughout the grading process.  Beside each category there is a description of what should be included within this 

section.  To the right is a box where the student receives their score, based on a holistic approach.   

Category Description Grade 
Introduction/Thesis The introduction includes a hook to engage the reader, TAG, 

background information, the characters of focus and the symbol 
which will represent them. 

 

Support The body paragraphs include topic sentences introducing each 
main idea of the paragraph.  Within the paragraphs there is a clear 
and concise explanation of why the symbol is a representation of 
the character utilizing textual evidence.  

 

Organization/Flow The paper is organized and all of the topic sentences and support 
sentences relate to the main idea (thesis) of the paper.  Each 
paragraph encompasses unity, where the content is all related to 
the topic of that specific paragraph. 

 

Mechanics The paper includes proper punctuation and capitalization, subject-
verb agreement, correct point of view, and varied sentence 
structures, word choice. Grammatical issues should not deter the 
reader from the overall content of the paper. 

 

Conclusion This section should NOT introduce any new ideas.  Conclusions 
should restate your main idea, in a different, unique, way and 
provide a thought or detail that takes the reader past the content of 
the paper to a bigger picture. 

 

 

Grades:    
                   +  meets/exceeds all descriptors above                                    implements and doesn’t implement some of the              
                                                                                                                                  descriptors.                         

-   meets minimal descriptors/or does not meet them at all 
 

 

Tips to watch out for while writing: 

 Informal language/punctuation use (texting, slang) 
 Vague supporting details 
 Introduction does not introduce your character or symbol 
 Didn’t utilize TAG 
 Within a paragraph, you insert random thoughts/sentences that do not belong. 
  The conclusion is too similar to your introduction  
   Point of view (do not use 1st or 2nd POV) 
   No thesis statement/vague thesis statement  
  

 

Grade:           


